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been able to draw a self-satisfied and smug Civil Ser-
vant straight from his desk to follow a most precarious
mode of life.
Here was a thought—I do not mean to be facetious— -
but try to think how great a personal attraction there
was in the Master to have done just this—to get
Matthew out of his seat. As I sat there on one of
the stone benches where once people had heard the
young Rabbi from Nazareth expound the Law, I read
several chapters of St. Matthew, especially viii and ix.
I read of all the miracles He had performed, and I took
little notice. If He was God, the miracles were simple-
enough—if He was not, then they were either ex-
plainable in some other way, or they only existed in
the mind of some piously-fraudulent scribe, writing
long years afterwards. The only thing that seemed to
matter to me at the moment "was that He had been
here, and that here He had taught the doctrines which,
if they were only observed, could yet save this crazy
old world of ours from the pit of blood and death
towards which it is reeling.
That little incident of the ancient Mr, Penny throw-
ing up his safe job to follow the wandering Preacher
crashed straight into my innermost convictions.
Matthew's is not the most ancient of the Gospels,
but it is the one that was most widely known in Pales-
tine during the two or three generations following the
Tragedy of Calvary. Some time during tJie ten years
before the Fall of Jerusalem, between a.d. 60 and 70,
the Civil Servant who had so abruptly thrown up his
position, was persuaded to write down all that he
of title days when he had tramped behind

